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Terrorising the Belt and Road:
A critical analysis of security threats to Chinese nationals and businesses in Pakistan

Abstract

This paper offers an overview of security threats facing ChinaOs Belt and Road
Initiative in Pakistan. With a focus on the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), it
offers a comprehensive accountatfacks on Chinese nationals and businesses from 2001 to
2017. The study identifies Takfiri Islamists and Baloch separatists as two major groups
posing threat to CPEC. The paper argues twahtuchpublicised socieeconomidoenefitsof
CPEC cannot be rpad unless both forms of militancy are comprehensively addressed.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), One Belt
One Road, Takfiri Islamist extremism, Baloch nationalism and separatism
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Introduction

ChinaPakista Economic Corridor (CPEC) comprises multiple infrastructure projects
that are presently being implemented in various parts of Pakistan. With a total value
exceeding $60 billion, CPEC is a leading component of ChinaOs Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) that seks to integrate countries and regions with China to enhance international trade,
sociceconomic connectivity and development (Siddiqui, 2017).

ChinesePresident Xi Jinpinginveiled the idea of OSilk Road Economic BeltO in a
2013 speech at Kazakhstarkezarbayev UniversityDesigned to stimulate economic
development by enhancing regional and global interconnectivity, the BRI aims to integrate
the worldOs largest landmidgsom Vladivostok to Lisbon, from Gwadar to Shanghai and
from Moscow to Singapor8l through a network of hard and soft extructurelinked to
China - from transportation, telecommunication and energy infrastructure to financial
integration and socipolitical coordination (Rolland, 2017).

CPEC is expectedto strengthenPakistanOconany by construction of road
networks, implementation of energy projects, and creation of special economic zones. CPEC
became partly operational on 13 November 2016 when Chinese cargo of 250 containers was
transported overland from Xinjiang in China to GwaBart in Pakistan for onward maritime
shipment to Middle East, West Asia and Afridad Tribune, 2016).

According toa media report, about 71,000 Chinese nationals visited Pakistan in 2016.
while more than 27,500isa extensions were granted in the sy, a 41 percent increase
on 2015, suggesting more Chinese are staying in Pakistan for I0r@é¢r 2017) While
thousands of Chinese nationals are currently working on Belt and Road projects in Pakistan,
this second wave of Chinese arrivals, numbemmthe thousands, comprises entrepreneurs
tradersand tourists Some of them are opening restaurants, shopping stores and language
schools, while others are exploring what products they coulthdedikistan & market of 207
million people)or what products they could makea costeffective mannem Pakistanin
Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore, Chinese visitors now outnumber other foreigners, and the
country's firstever Chineséanguage newspaper, Huashang, has been launched. In hotels,
shops and roadmaps, instructions in the Chinese language are increasingly dgfastom,

2017)

Given that the CPEC runs from Kashgar in China to the ports of Karachi and Gwadar
in Pakistan, it is a crosountry initiative for Pakistan. In recent decadeakistan has seen
violence and instability, and the countryOs security situation has particular relevance to China
(Pantucci & Lain, 2016)Chinese national and projects fagelence at théands of militants
who oppose CPEGIue to a variety of reasongjcluding Takfiri Islamists and Baloch
regional nationalists or separatistBkfir mears excommunication and dakfiri IS an
extremist Muslim who denounces other Muslimskagr (disbeliever or infidel) owing to
political, ideological or sedbased diffeences, andcondone acts o¥iolence including
suicide bombingsgainst Muslims and neMuslims as legitimate methods of enforciag
Takfiri supremacist agendavioreover, CPEC also faces violence at the hands of extremist

! While Takfiri clerics and groups do not identify themselves as Takfiris or simply reject this label, it is their
very ideology andacts of excommunication and violence which demonstrate their Takfiri characteristics.
Takfiris are also known as Khawarij, the first radical group in the history of Islam that adopted an extremist
approach taakfir and violenceWithin South Asia, Takfirideology andviolence is a hallmark adn extremist
section within Deobandi branobf Sunni Islam, and is evidem the shape of militant outfits such as the
Taliban, Lashkae-Jhangvj Sipahe-Sahaba Pakistanlamaaul-Ahrar, Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaataishe-
Muhammad, Jundallatand othersimilar groups which operate withifferent names andverlapping
membership. The Deobandis represent an-glireservative movement within Sunni Islam in South Asia, which

is partly influenced by the Salafi/Wahhabi adiegy due to its hardline stance against Sufi Sunni practices of
visiting Sufi shrines and celebrating the Prophet MuhammadOs birthday (Milad or M&twid)ame derives
from Deoband, India, where the madrassa Darul Uloom Deoband is situated. The Deobpreient a
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sections within Baloclethnic ornationalist groups whose agenda is to separate Balochistan
from Pakistan. Such violence is part of a larger enagnal guerrilla war waged by Baloch
regional nationalists against the governments of Pakistan and Iran, mostly culminating in acts
of violence in the Balochistan province in southwestern Pakistan and the-Batainestan
province in southeastern Iran. In Pakistan, these separatist militants are currently engaged in a
low-intensity insurgency against the state, and have systematically dtgamkernment and
security institutions, energy installations, Adaloch population as well as foreign nationals.
Balochmilitant outfits are opposed to CPEC and consider it as an exploitative project by the
governments of Pakistan and China.

According toa 2016 estimate, militants trying to disrupt CPECOs projects in Pakistan
have killed 44 workers and wounded more than 100 since 2014 (Hassan, 2016). This ongoing
threat has increased Chinese worries about CPECOs seqyitydix ‘A’ offers pictures of
some of the attacks on Chinese nationals.

Indeed, some of the roots of afthinese violence in Pakistan may be sourced to
Chinese Islamist militantsome ofwhom are present in Pakistan's tribal areas along with the
Taliban and AlIQaeda and their local handlers such lasshkare-Jhangvi (LeJ) and
Jundallah. An anonymous Pakistani intelligence official told a Katfaa$ed publication:

OWe are now quite certain that foreign militants living in Pakistan and their Pakistani hosts,
infuriated with Islamabad's cooperation with Beijing, are carrying out these attacks (Ansari,
2007; Smith, 2009).

Chinese nationals and projects in Pakistan have faced fairly regular attacks since 9/11.
Pakistanis working on other Chinese projects have alsothegeted Since the 2001 attack
in Sibi that injured one Chinese engineer and the 2004 attack in Gwadar that killed three
Chinese engineers, there has been a pattern of unrelenting violence against Chinese nationals
and other personnel working on Chinese CPEC related projects. This has resulted in
official condemnation by the Chinese government demanding Pakistani government to ensure
full security of Chinese citizens in Pakistan. For example, when three Chinese engineers were
killed in February 2006 irHub, Balochistan (PDO, 2006), Vice Governor of the Anhui
Province, Wen Haiying, stated Othat the death of the Chinese engineers in the terrorist attack
in Pakistan had [stirred] a wave of deep shock and grief among 64 million people of the
ProvinceO (BT2006; Smith, 2009).

In 2006, a group of Chinese nationals were kidnapped by Takfiri Islamists of a
Deobandi madrassa in Islamabad who accused them of prostitution. In February 2012, Hua
Jing, a Chinese female travelling in Peshawar was shot and kilkbé istreet in an attack
claimed by he Pakistani Taliban as revenige the Chinese government killing Muslims in
the Xinjiang provincegReuters, 2012;Small, 2015).In May 2014, an adventurous Chinese
cyclist, Hong Xudong, was kidnapped by a Takfiri Islstmgroup which claimed to have
targeted him for being Chinese. He was eventually released in August 2015 in what was
described as Oan intelligence operat{B0, 2015). In March 2015, militants set five oil
tankers on fire and abducted four local workers reportedly carrying fuel for a Chinese
company working on the Saindak Copper Gold Project in BalochistanOs Chaghi district.
Police sources believed that the tark were targeted specifically because they were
supplying oil to a Chinese compangafptucci & Lain, 2016)In a statement, the Baloch

numericalminority but increasingly influential and resourceful community witBimnni Muslims in Pakistan
However, theyconstitute a significant paaf the populatiorin the Pashtun areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan as
well as in certain Bloch tribesncluding a section of the Brahui®n a global scale, groups such as the Islamic
State (IS or ISIS), Boko Haram, Al Shabab andQseda may be classified as the Takfiris and represent
extremist sections within Salafi (or OWahhabiO) bran8urgfi Islam. It may be noted that the majority of
victims of Takfiri violence happen to be moderate or mainstream Sunni Muslims. This is in addition to Takfiri
attacks on noMuslims, Sufi Muslims and Shia Muslims.

I 5
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militant group BLA criticised the CPEC, describing it as an exploitative project on Baloch
soil (Singh, 2016).

Concernshave been voiced by the Chinese about the security, speed of completion
and costs of BRI related projects. In August 2013, Lin Dajian, of the Department of
International Cooperation in the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC),
highlighted atthe Chin®@AfghanistatPakistan Track Two Dialogue the security issues and
other challenges that could impede the progress ofpitigect (SOP, 2013)In 2016, a
nationalist Chinese papehe Global Times, remarked thtte increasing cost of security
may be a big problem in efficiently pushing forward tipeojects (Weijia, 2016, cited in
Pantucci & Lain, 2016)

Chinese media notes thauch of the security risks over the BRI are concentrated in
CPEC, with Beijing aware of the threats Chinese workers ifadeakistan(China Daily,
2016).Chinese requirements for security call for a more complex set of solutions, requiring a
set of integrated services in which armed personnel are just one of the many components. For
example, there is an associated cost related to security and insurameseGhisurance
sector is beginning to realise the importance of this business niche. Traditional security,
counter terrorism, as well as kidnapping for ransom are going to be important considerations
for Chinese businesses operating in Pakistan. Spedaftaince is a less&nown niche
market, but due to the expansion of Chinese FDI, it may prove to be a thriving sector.
Leading Chinese insurance companies such as Ping An and China Taiping are already
exploring these opportunities in consultation with iBhitinsurance experts (Arduino, 2017).

The issueof increased business cost due to increased sedsriffso noted in
Pakistan For examplejn August 2017, the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA), the power sector regulator in Pakistafipwed power producers to charge
(consumers through tariff) onger cent of capitatost of 19 power projects worth $15.56
billion under CPEC for 2@B0 years on account of security cost. NEPRA worked out the
annual cost at about $2.92 milliom. its orde, NEPRA referred to Article 10 of the CPEC
Agreement which provides that Othe Pakistani party shall take the necessary measures to
ensure the safety of Chinese personnel and projeatsDnoted that the country had
established a special security forceision of the armed forces to ensure security of CPEC
projects (Kiani, 2017).

There is also an issue of criticism and suspicion by India and the USA about CPEC
and the increasing cooperation between Pakistan and China. While India alleges Pakistan of
crossborder militancy in Kashmir, Pakistan alleges that Indian agencies are responsible for
violence in Balochistan and intend to disrupt CPEC. There are also questions about the takfiri
ideologies and fatwas emanatingnrahe Darul Uloom Deoband, theadrasa based in
India where the Deobandi Islamist movement besgashwhose ideology is adhered to by the
likes of the Taliban and L€$yeder al., 2016)

This paper offers a critical overview and analysis of security threats to Chinese
nationals and businesses in Pakistan. For this purpose, the paper compiles and analyses all
such attacks carried out from 2001 uriti November2017. The analysis highlighthe
dominant Takfiri Islamist dimension of these attacks followed by the Baloch separatist
dimension. The paper also offers some policy implications of this analysis.

The data

Based on an extensive review of media reports and research studies published
English and Urddanguageswithin and outside Pakistarfable 1 offers an overview of
almost all notable attacks on Chinese nationals and Cbin&ZPECrelated workers in
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Pakistan from 2001 t&5 November20172 It shows that most of these attacks ddeen
carried out by two distinct groups: Takfiri Islamists and Baloch separatists.

Tablel.An overview of attacks on Chinesationals and projecta Pakistan (200:2017)

Location Date Description

Kharan, 12 August| Armed militants hurled grenades at the buildings of National Highv

Balochistan | 2017 Authority, residence of engineers working on CPEC projects. B4
separatist group Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) accepted responsi
for the attack TBP, 2017).

Karachi, 10 July 2017 | A roadside improvised explosive device (IED) went off minutes afte

Sindh motorcade of Chinese engineers passed through the Steel Town. Th
was aimed at Chinese engineers working on CPEC related proje
Thatta. Two injured. An obscure Sindhi sepatatigroup Sindh
Revolutionary Amy (SRA) claimed responsibility for the attadkngn,
2017a).

Islamabad 6 June 2017 | Two Chinese nationals assaulted in Islamabad after a business deal
sour. Their cash and travel documents lootdédiwagt, 2017).

Quetta, 24 May 2017 | Two Chinese citizens (a man and a woman) kidnapped from Jinnah

Balochistan area of Quetta and later killedzollowing the abduction, 11 Chine
nationals living in the vicinity werehifted to Karach{Shah, 2017). Thé
abductees we later killed by thdslamic State (Patranobis, 2017). A fq
days ago, Pakistan armyOs media arm (the ISPR) had claimed a|
success against a Lashkathangvi and Islamic State nexus of militancy
a remote warren of caves in Mastung distrd2in, 2017hb).

Turbat, 19 May 2017 | Militants gunned down three workers building a Chinfgeled highway,

Balochistan linking Gwadar to Quetta. They were making a trip to a marketplace i
small town of Hoshako buy daily supplies. They had been working on r
under the Frontier Works Organisation (FW@)d Nation, 2017h).

Gwadar, 13 May 2017 | Two gunmen riding on a motorbike killed ten construction workery

Balochistan Peshukan Ganz who were working oREL related road projects. Anoth
two workers sustained injuries. The Baloch Liberation Army clair
responsibility for the attackd@adolu Agency, 2017;Press TV, 2017).

Rohri, Sindh | 14 December A targeted attack (near Patni area) on a convoy loih&€se engineer

2016 working on CPEC projects. The blast occurred along a road leading to

campsites set up for Chinese staffers. The blast did not cause any d
except from shattering the wind shields of a nearby truck (Zee News, 2
A student of 8ah Abdul Latif University was later arrested for alleg
involvement (Memon, 2017).

Pasni, 26 Novembern Two persons working on a CPEC project were killed on their way to

Balochistan | 2016 (RFE/RL, 2016).

Ormara, 16  October| Attack on a Chinese convoy through an IED. Four workers killed. Ba

Balochistan | 2016 militants claimed responsibility (Kumar, 2016)

Hub, 28 Septembe| Two Chinese engineers were killed and another two injured in the W

Balochistan | 2016 Kinraag area of Hub district. Thewere working on the Dudher Zin
Project, a part of CPEC. Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) clain
responsibility for the attack (Singh, 2016).

Karachi, 30 May 2016 | A Chinese engineer and his driver and private guard were injured w

Sindh roadside bmb exploded, as their vehicle passed through Steel Town, @

KarachiOs industrial quarters. A Sindhi separatist group cldg
responsibility for the attack (Boone, 2016; Krishnan, 200, Economic
Times, 2017).

% These statistics do not include attackhere no Chinese national was targeted or where the attacked workers

were not employed in a Chinese project.
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Mastung, 23 March| Five oil tanker set on fire and four drivers abducted, carrying fuel f

Balochistan | 2015 Chinese company working on the Sddk project (Baloch, 2015, Sha
2015). Takfiri groups have attacked Shia Muslims and travellers to Ir
this area on several occasions.

Dera Ismail | 19 May 2014 | Taliban militants kidnapped a tourist from China who was riding a bicy

Khan, The man was kidnapped near Dera Ismail Khan. Pakistani Ta(ilbER)

Khyber took credit for the abduction. OWe want our detained militants reldmsed

Pakhtunkhwa and we kidnapped him for this purposeO (Craig & Khan, 26f4jvas later
recovered in August 2015.

Chaghi, 14 July 2013 | Attack on a convoy of fuel tankers linked to Chinese operations in CH

Balochistan district. Four trucks were destroye®8aloch, 2015). On more than ol
previous occasions, Takfiri militant groups affiliated with Taliban h
claimed responsibility for attacks on fuel tanke¥8(, 2011).

Gilgit- 22 June 2013| 11 tourists killed by Takfiri Islamist militads affiliated with Taliban ang

Baltistan, LeJ in Nanga Parbat mountainous ar€hree Chinese were amongst tk

Pakistan slain tourists 4FP, 2014; Malik, 2013).ThePakistani Talibarlaimed
responsibility for the attack. The perpetrators were reportedly from Dig
Mansehraand Chilas (KohistanBurke, 2013).

Karachi, 21 May 2013 | A targeted bomb blast in Clifton seafront in Karachi, aimed at a van f{

Sindh 11 Chinese port workers and engineers, ahead of Chinese Prem
KeqiangOs visit to Pakistd®euters, 2013). One engineer was injure
during the attack (Malik, 2016).

Karachi, 23 July 2012 | A bomb attack outside Chinese consulate in Karathiee people werg

Sindh injured. One car and three motorbikes were destroy@aother bomb
planted in a motorcycle near the Chinese consulate in Karachi was ds
(Mirza, 2012). Similar attacks in Central Asia have been carried ol
Takfiri Islamist groups.

Peshawar, 28 February] A Chinese woman and herale companion were killed in Peshawar by

Khyber 2012 Taliban. She was a university studediehsud, 2012The Telegraph, 2012

Pakhtunkhwa Takfiri Islamists such asPakistaniTaliban TTP) and Lashkae-Jhangvi

(LeJ) are known to operate in this ar@aliban claimed that she was killg
in revenge for OChinese atrocitiesO on Muslims in Xinjinag.

Swat, Khyber| 1 Septembel Pakistani Taliban kidnapped two Chinese telecommunications enginee

Pakhtunkhwa| 2008

Hub, 19 July 2007 | A suicide car bmber, apparently targeting a convoy of Chinese mir

Balochistan technicians and engineers, killed at least 29 people, including
policemen, and injuring 30 othersttub. The bomber rammed into a poli
van that was escorting the Chinesbhe dead wer@akistani nationals whilg¢
the Chinese workers were unhuBBC, 2007; Shah, 2016)Suicide
bombing in Pakistan is usually a characteristic of Takfiri Islamist groups

Peshawar, 8 July 2007 | Three Chinese workers were killed and another Chinese woufided

Khyber attackers with face covered were shouting religious slogans when

Pakhtunkhwa opened fire on four Chinese nationals in a thabeel auterickshaw factory
at Khazana,near Peshawa(Xinhua, 2007a).While the police initially
thought it was an incident of robbery, later police inquiry revealed th
large number of apparently Takfiri militants with long hair, beards and
were involved in this preneditated murder. At least one madrassa stu
was also involvedTie News, 2007).

Islamabad 22 June 2007| Seven Chinese citizen along with two Pakistanis kidnapped by 4

Takfiri militants (Anthony, 2007). They were kidnapped from
acupuncture clinic cum massage centre in Islamabad by a radical De
madrassaOs female and male students belonging Makjid / Jamia Hafsg
(Xinhua, 2007b; Hussain, 2011).

Hub,
Balochistan

15 February|
2006

Three Chinese engineers and their Pakistani driver were ambushed i
vehicle by gunmen on motorcycleEhese engineers weraviolved in the
construction of Attockcement factoryThe attackers struck as the workg
were leaving the factoryChinese engineers and their Pakistani driver w
killed (BBC, 2006; Shah, 2016&inhua, 2006) Unconfirmed reports say th
Baloch Liberation Army claimed the attack.
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South
Wadzristan,
FATA

9 October
2004

Taliban militants kidnapped two Chinese engineers working on Gomal
dam in South Waziristan. Onéhinese engineer was killed'/ina Daily,
2004; Dawn, 2007). Taliban from South Waziristan and their Uzl
affiliates were foud to be involved in thigttack

Gwadar,
Balochistan

3 May 2004

A car bomb in Gwadar killed three Chinese engineers and injured ar
ten. The engineers were developing a Beijingded deegsea port in
Gwadar(Shah, 2016)Police said the attack coulit the work of Islamis
extremists or local nationalists. The blast occurred at around 9am

Chinese engineers were being taken to work in a &anther six persong
were injured. These engineers were workingRamt facilities in Gwadar
400 Chinese were engaged by China Harbour Engineering Con
(CHEC). Islamist militants hd attacked foreigners in the past including

2002 attack in Karachi when a suicide bomber killed 11 French i
engineers, and the atkk on US consulate in the same y&R{, 2004).

Sibi,
Balochistan

7 May 2001

One person was killed and three others, including a Chinese eng
injured seriously when the survey team of a Chinese company was at
in the Sunny area of Sidistrict (Raman, n.d.).

A deeper analysis of the data compiledTiable 1 reveals that attacks by Takfiri

Islamist militant groups or suspects are most grave not only in terms of number of attacks but

also in terms of deaths, injuries and abductions.

Figure 1 shows that 5% of all attacks on Chinese or CPEC related projects have

been carried duby Takfiri Islamist groups, 31% by Baloch separatists afd b$% others or

not known. While a few of these attacks remain unclaimed by any group (Onot ktreve0),
is a known strategy and pattern of silence or denial on some occasions by Takfiri Islamist
groups as a face saving exercise by simply disowning the bloodbath and creating confusion

about the actual masterminds of their attacks (Mir, 2013).

Figurel. Attacks on Chinese in Pakistan: Incident count by type of attacker

Other
8%

Baloch Separatists

Figures 2 and 3 show that 6% of all fatalities may be attributed to Takfiri Islamists

or Suspects
31%

Takfiri Islamists or
Suspects
54%

while Baloch sparatists are responsible for%9 Moreover, 76% of all injuriesnay be
attribued to Takfiri Islamists and 14%o0 Baloch separatistdMoreover, the dat&Table 1)

shows that all abductions thus {a8 Chinese nationals kidnappd@ve been carried out by

9
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Takfiri Islamist groups who usually try to swap hostages in exchange for fneetithe
arrested terrorists dPakistani TalibanTTP), LeJ, AlQaeda and other affiliated militant
groups.lt may be noted thaf TP, an umbrella organisation of Islamist militant factions and
an affiliate of AlQaeda, is battling the Pakistani governntergnforce a hegemonic Islamist
agenda. It has also attacked foreign individuals and organisations (Mehsud, 2012).

Figure 2. Fatalities by type of attacker

Not known
4%

Baloch Separatists
or Suspects
29%

Takfiri Islamists or
Suspects
67%

Figure 3. Injuries by type of attacker

Other
Not known 5%

5%

Baloch Separatists
or Suspects
14%

Takfiri Islamists or
Suspects
76%

10
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Figures 4 and 5 indicate the scale of fatalities and injuries sustained by Chinese
natiorals in Pakistan, showing that%2of all such killings are carried out by Takfiri Islamist
groups while Baloch garatists are responsible for%8In terms of injuries of Chinese
nationals, responsibility lies with the Takfiri Islamists (67%), Baloch separatists (17%) and
Others (16%).

Figure4. Chinese fatalities in Pakistan by type of attacker
Baloch Separatists

or Suspects
28%

Takfiri Islamists or
Suspects
72%

Figure5. Chinese injuries in Pakistan by type of attacker

Other
11%

Not known
5%

Baloch Separatists
or Suspects
17%

Takfiri Islamists or
Suspects
67%

In terms of the geograpcal spread of these attacks, the data suggests that while the
Baloch separatist attacks are limited to certgpecific areas in Balochistan, the Takfiri
Islamist attacks are more widespread throughiba country, from Khyber Paklmkhwa
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province andFederally Administered Tribal AreasATA) in northwestern Pakistan to
various parts of the Sindh and Balochistan provimecéise south{Figure 6).

Figure6. Geographical location of the attacks on Chinese nationals or projects in Pakistan
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Intelligence reports in Pakistan have identified Takfiri militant groups including
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), ADaeda, and LashkarJhangvi (LeJ) as key threats to
CPEC projects in Pakistan. In particular,-@aeda (llyas Kashmiri Group), TTP (Tariq
Geedar ®Gup) and LeJ have been identified as the main terrorist outfits which can launch
attacks on those working on the CPEC project (Awan, 2016). According to a retired senior
Pakistan army officer, General Saad Khattak, retembrist attacks by LeJ and the-
emergence of TTP and JamadtAhrar are alearsignal that much needs to be done to
eliminate threats to CPEC and Chinese nationals in Pakistan (Khattak, 2017).

These threats to CPEC are also noted in @enese state media. According to
Wenwen(2017), it is Oworth noting that Islamic militants have often carried out abductions
of foreigners on Pakistani soil, either for ransom or to get publicity for their cause. Chinese
people have also been targeted occasionally, despite the friendly selagitveen the two
countries.O Wenwen notes that, Othe restive region has seen frequent violence committed by
Islamic terrorists and separatists and the Belt and Road program is often exposed to potential
threatsOThe Deobandi connection is also noted loga$ (2015) in his analysis of Islamist
terrorist threat to China. Referring to PakistanOs Deobandi sgtilifical group (JUI), Small
(2015: 67) notes that the OJUI is part of the Sunni fundamentalist Deobandienbewas
in JUl madrassas that margf the Taliban leadership received their education, JUI
intermediaries helped facilitate the TalibanOs military and financial relationships in the Gulf,
and JU} linked militant groups helped provide logistical support to Osama Bin Laden while
he was in Bkistan.O In 2010, Chinese government invited JUIOs leader MaulararFazal
Rehman to Beijing in an attempt $ecure his cooperation on security issigsall (2015)
argues that the Chinese invitations to Deobandi clerics could only mean one thingigOBeiji
had a problem, and didnOt believe its existing channels in Pakistan were doing enough to
solve itO (p.68).

In 2014, an affiliate group of TehreekTaliban Pakistan (TTP), JamaatAhrar
warned that it would hit Chinese interests in Pakistan. ThesStreiof the AhrarOs official

12
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magazine, OlhyiaKhilafatO carried an article by Ehsanullah Ehsan, a key commander and
official spokesperson, under the title of OHidden Motives Behind the Chinese Investment in
PakistanO. The militant group asked Beijingttp gersecuting Xinjiang Muslims or face
action (Che Nation, 2014).

Takfiri Islamist militancy in Pakistan

With a total population exceeding 207 million (PT, 2017), Pakistan faces significant
challenges in terms of law and order and security. While law and order is an ongoing
challenge in large cities such as Karachi and Lahore, there are specific secutdty rela
challenges in the aftermatii 9/11 when Pakistan based Islamist militants (including jihadist
and takfiri militants) aligned with the Taliban and -@laeda started targeted Pakistani
government and security institutions in reprisal of the US attackfgimanistan. According
to an estimate, the annual death toll from terrorist attacks rose from 164 in 2003 to 3318 in
2009, with a total of 35,000 Pakistanis killed between September 2001 and May 2011
(Hamid, 2011) While the situation has improved in reteyears after the government
launched military Operation ZasAzab in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) region of the country in April 2014slamist militants are still responsible for the
majority of violence and killings in Pakistan, amdo pose threat to CPEC.

In 2014, in a social media video that was to have far reaching consequences for
Takfiri Islamist militancy in Pakistan, the Lal Masjidin Jamia Hafsa madrassa for girls
extended its support to the IS. Jamia Hafsa is a Deobartitassa in Islamabad, affiliated
with the LatMasjid (Red Mosque) which was raided by PakistanOs military forces in July
2007 to eliminate its terreelated activities. The Jamia Hafsa is known for instigating
violence and propagating Takfiri ideologfie News, 2014).In one such incident, owners of
a Chinse massage centre, two Chinese citizens, were kidnapped along with five female and
two male employees. Two vehicles full of armed-Masjid seminary students or vigilante
raided the massage centre anduated the owners and their employees, as Jamia Hafsa
management alleged that the owners were running a brothel under the ganbas$ame
centre (Hussain, 2011)Chinese Ambassador Luo Zhaohui demanded the Pakistan
government to take all measures to seaugent release of the hostag€skua, 2007b).

In a similar Takfiri attack, two Chinese citizens were abducted in Quetta on 24 May
2017. Following this incident, PakistanOs military conducted an operation on-3uine 1
Mastung, a town north of Quettéhat has a large Deobandi madrassa and is a hub of
numerous attacks against Shia Muslims as well as traders and pilgrims going to or returning
from Iran (Reuters, 2014a). Dorsey (2017) argues that such attacks aim at disrupting the new
Silk Roadandmaybe attributed tosome external forces that want to destabilise both Pakistan
and Iran.

In fact, there is some evidence of foreign intelligence agencies trying to recruit and
use Takfiri terrorist groups in Pakistan to promote chlomsler terrorism. For exnple,
quoting U.S. intelligence memos, Perry (2012) reports that Israeli Mossad agents posed as
CIA officers to recruit members of Jundallah for attacks against the Iranian government. The
covert Mossad operation was carried out in 200@08. The Mossadgants used U.S.
passports and currency to pose as CIA spies to try to recruit members of Jundallah, a
Pakistarbased Sunni [Takfiri] extremist organisation that has carried out a series of attacks
in Iran and assassinations of government officials. "Thertesparked White House concerns
that Israel's program was putting Americans at risk," the intelligence officer told Perry. Perry
(2012) notes that Israel's operation jeopardized the U.S. administration's fragile relationship
with Pakistan, which was undenmense pressure from Iran to crack down on Jundallah.

In June 2017, Amayg, the Islamic StateOs (IS or ISIS, the international Takfiri terrorist
group) newsletter, announced the killing of the two Chinese citizens that had been kidnapped
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from Quetta a few days ago. Previously ISIS had killed a Chinese hostage in Syria in 2015
after Beijing refused to pay ransom for his release (Stacey, 2Zll& killings in Quetta were
carried out by the Al Alami branch of the LeJ, which taseloped liks with ISIS in recent

years (Gul, 2017)Banned in Pakistan and several other countries, LeJ is a Takfiri Islamist
terror group (emanating from the Deobandi offshoot of Sunni Islam) that has carried out
numerous terrorist activities targeting Sufi Sunnhias, Barelvi Sunnis, moderate
Deobandis, Christians, Ahmadis, and other vulnerable communities as well as state
institutions of Pakistan. In November 2016, LeJ carried out a terrorist attack on a police
training centre in Quetta in which 61 police retswere killed. LeJ is also involved in past
attacks on Chinese workers in Pakistah/azeera, 2016).

According to official sources the June 2017operation in Mastung to recover the
abducted Chinese citizens killed 12 terrorists, including two sulmishebers belonging to
LeJ, who were attempting to set up a foothold for ISIS in the Balochistan proGute (
2017; Xenakis,2017).In the said operation, security forces destroyed an explosives facility
and recovered a cache of arms and ammunition asas/éle vehicle used in the kidnapping
of the Chinese. The Chinese citizens themselves, however, were not found on site. Soon after
the military operation, ISIS announced that the two Chinese hostadelseen murdered
(Rasmussen & Baloch, 2017).

A former senior government administrator of PakistanOs tribal regions, Mahmood
Shah,notesthat LeJ is the actual arm and operating wing for the Islamic State (IS) in
Pakistan. He notes that Lashiadhangvi alAlami has a history of attacks in Balochistan
and itsmilitants have been trained by al Qaeda for urban fighkiegurged the government
to chalk out a comprehensive security plan for Balochistan as militants keep coming and
attacking (Haider & Dilawar, 2016).

There are other similar incidents of attacksGinnese workers by Takfiri groups. In
October 2004, a group of kidnappers including two militants from South Waziristan's
Mehsud tribe and three Uzbeks abducted and killed a Chinese engineer near Jandala in
Pakistan's South Waziristan tribal area. The krmapped Chinese engineers, Wang Ende
and Wang Peng, were working on a dam project in Pakista@hioese firm Sino Hydro
Corp (China Daily, 2004).

In a similar attack, Pakistani Taliban claimed responsibility for the February 2012
killing of a Chinesewoman in a market in Peshawar, saying it was in revenge for ChinaOs
killing of Muslims in its northwestern region of Xinjiarflylehsud, 2012).

It may be noted thatedpite LeJOs primary target being the Shia, Barelvi Sunni and
Sufi Sunni communities, it Isabeen responsible for attacks against multiple targets
including Christians, Ahmadis, Pakistani military and government officials as well as
foreign nationals. LeJ was also involved in the killing four US oil company workers in
1997, Daniel PearlOs abdantand beheading in 2002, the Marriott hotel bombing in
Islamabad in 2008, the attack on the Sri Lankan cricket team in Lahore in 2009, and the
attack on Pakistan Army General Headquarters in Rawalpindi in 2009 (Shahid, 2009).
Shahid notes that LeJ works tandem with the Taliban, ®aeda and other militant
outfits for many of these attacks. In particular, its international eAlAmi faction
actively collaborates with ISIS and-@aeda, such as the attack that targeted a Shia
procession in Kabul in 2al In 2015, 43 Ismaili Shias were massacred in Karachi by
Jundallah, an affiliate group of Pakistani Taliban and LeJ, that carried out this attack on
behalf of ISIS.After this attack, JundallahOs [or Jundullah] spokesperson Marwat said in a
media statemérthat Othese people were Ismaili, and we consider/iy@niinfidels]. In the
coming days, we will attack Ismailis, Shias and Christians.O He asserted that the ISIS is like a
brother to Jundallah and that Owhatever plan they [the Islamic State] haw#l, support
themO The Express Tribune, 2014).
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Similarly, members of the JamaaltAhrar (an affiliate of Lekand TTP) acted as
the footsoldiers for ISIS in the Quetta hospital bombing in August 2016. Ideologically,
the Olslamic purificationO that I1SIS seeks through Sufi Sunni killing and Shia killings
brings it closer to the Pakistani Taliban, LeJ and otherbBedi militant groups. While
TTP has more influence in certain Islamist sections of Pashtun population, LeJ is more
useful for the ISIS owing to its deeper infiltration into the Punjab and other provinces, as
well as into mainstream Pakistani politics thgh Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamat (ASWJ, a
banned Takfiri outfit which was previously known as SheaBahaba Pakistan, SSP).
LeJ started operating in 1996 as an offshoot of SSP. When the government banned LeJ
and SSP in 2002, SSP formed the ASWJ, which still inoes to operate publicly
despite beinge-banned. With the Gwadar Port formally launching trade through CPEC,
the entranceof the economic OlifelineO is in Balochistan. Evidently, Pakistan cannot
afford any remnants or sleeper cells of Takfiri militanbws in any shape and form
(Shahid, 2016).

On 13 November 2016, even as the CPEC convoys of trucks converged in Quetta en
route to Gwadar port, a Sufi Sunni shrine in BalochistanOs Khuzdar district was targeted by a
powerful bomb, killing at least 52 peepand injuring more than hundred. The explosion at
the Shah Noorani shrine is a known hallmark Takfiri militants (Ramachandran, 2016) who
allege that Sufi Sunni practices are tantamount to polytheism and idol worship. While this
attack did not target theREC project directly, and was a sectarian attack by Takfiris on Sufi
Sunnis, it raised apprehensions about BalochistanOs vulnerability to terrorism and violence. In
another similar attack, on 5 October 2017, a suicide bomber targeted the shrine of 8lir Rakh
Shah situated in Fatehpur, situated in Jhal Magsi district of Balochistan. At least 22 people,
including Sufi Sunni and Shia Muslims and two policemen were killed and more than 30
others injured in this attacke News, 2017).

However, the Takfiri Idmist violence facing Chinese nationals in Pakistan may not
be seen in isolation from Islamist militancy within China. The next section offers an
overview of militancy facing Beijing in its restive Xinjiang region.

Islamist militancy in China

The Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), home to roughly nine million
nonHan Uyghurs and other minorities, has been associated with rising political violence in
China (Dreyer, 2005; Hopper & Webber, 20@mall, 2015;Smith, 2009). Uyghurgor
Uighurs)in general are of Turkish ethnic origin and follow the Islamic faith.

Historically, ChinaOs control over Xinjiang has been fragile. The region came under
full Chinese control during the Qing Dynasty in thé"k&ntury. The region was briefly
autonomos as OEast Turkistan RepublicO during Chinese civil waBUslghur relations
have been tense since the establishment of the Peoples Republic of China in 1949. Many
Uyghurs viewed Chinese central governmentOs criticism and restrictions on religious practic
during the Cultural Revolution (1986976), as major affronts to their religious and cultural
identity (Millward, 2007;Tanner & Bellacqua, 20)6After Mao ZedongOs death in 1976, a
wave of political reforms was initiated by his successor, De@@ping. These reforms
included some easing of the religious suppression (Kindropp & Hamrin, 2014). Further
reforms in 1980s included relaxing some past assimilation policies, undertaking repairs to
damaged mosques and other religious facilities, andsiol of minority representatives to
key party and government positions in Xinjiafiganner & Bellacqua, 2016). The decade of
the 1980s was particularly notable for a reopening of contacts between ChinaOs Uyghur
population and Muslims in Central Asia arnketMiddle East. However, this period of
liberalization also provided an opportunity for a rising tide of social protest and violence in
Xinjiang during the 1990s. Some Chinese analysts emphasize incitement and support from
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foreignbased radical organizatis and Islamist ideologies as a cause of Uyghur social
violence (Millward, 2007). Xinjiang was also affected by major geopolitical events in the
1980s and early 1990s. These include the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the era of the
Afghan jihad which alminated in the withdrawal of the Soviet army from Afghanistan in
1988 and, later, the formation of five newly independent Musfiapority Central Asian

states on XinjiangOs western frontier. Some Chinese Uyghurs fought in the Islamist resistance
againstthe Soviet Union in Afghanistan, and later returned to Xinjiang with a radicalised
mind-set. Chinese scholars point to these as examples of destabilizing events in the region
(Tanner & Bellacqua, 2016).

In Guantanamo, there were 22 Chinese Uyghur detaiceagght fighting with Al
Qaeda and Taliban, so China considers Xinjiang as its frontier against Islamist terrorism and
violence (Wayne, 2007). In recent years (2012 to 2016), many Chinese Uyghurs travelled to
Syria to wage jihad along with ISIS and-@bed militants against Assad regime (Lin,
2016). According to an estimate, there are about 2000 Chinese Uyghurs in ISIS and other
jihadist groups in Syria. In December 2015, China expanded itseardrism law to conduct
operations abroad with the conserithmst governments. In August 2016, China signed
military agreement with Syria and also formed an -tertior alliance with Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan (Lin, 2016).

Beijing is concerned that Uyghurs are using the Pakistani territory to creast umr
western China. Beijing suspects the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) of carrying
out attacks in Xinjiang (DW, 2015)he ETIM, which was formed over 30 years ago, is
considered to be among the most dangerous "separatist” groups in Tmen&hinese
government as well as the UN have declared ETIM as a terrorist organisation.

The bulk of the Uyghur community in Pakistan, numbering a couple of thajsand
in Rawalpindi, and operates under the close watch of the Chinese government. Particularly
since 9/11, the Chinese embassy in Islamabad has maintained a strong interest in Uyghurs in
Pakistan, extending benefits such as funding for scholarships, collecting precise information
about their numbers and locations (Wright & Page, 20h#leed, the dminant majority of
them are peaceful and moderaBhinese officials have talked about estimates of between
forty and eighty Uyghur militants in Pakistan.

As ETIM is based in areas adjacent to Pakistan and Central Asia, their collaboration
with PakistaniTaliban, Lashkae-Jhangvi and other Takfiri Islamist militants may not be
ignored. When the Karakoram Highway between China and Pakistan was opened, thousands
of young Uyghurs crossed the Chinese border to attend religious schools or madrassas in
Pakistan Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt and Qatar, and this practice continued until
late1990sMany of those who returned to Xinjiang were influenced by Salafi/Wahhabi and
Deobandi ideologies. Some of these Uyghurs also openeduizahrir cells in Xinjiang to
cultivate and spread radical ideology, and became extremely critical of Beijing's policies.

Owing to this gradual radicalisation, nearly 200 people died in Urumqi riots in July
2009 (BBC, 2009; Escobar, 2Q1%mall, 201%. The first day's rioting which involved at
least 1,000 Uyghurs, began as a protest but escalated into violent attacks that mainly targeted
Han people. Two days later, hundreds of Han people clashed with both police and Uyghurs.
Chinese officials said thanost of those killed were Hans. The government's official line was
that the violence was not only initiated by the protesters, but were also premeditated and
coordinated by Uyghur separatists abroad. Eligen Imibakhi, chairman of the Standing
Committee ofthe Xinjiang Regional People's Congress, blamed these riots on "extremism,
separatism and terrorismXighua, 2009).

In March 2008, a flight from Urumgi to Beijing had to make an emergency landing in
Lanzhou after a failed terrorist attempt. Reports gitthinese sources claim that ayEar
old Uyghur woman, along with a Central Asian and a Pakistani national (all three of them
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carrying Pakistani passports) were involved in a Ometiculously planned, tightly coordinated,
terror attack activityO. Subsequestounts suggest that the woman, Guazlinur Turdi, had
Ospent a significant amount of time in PakistanO and that the third suspect, a Pakistani man
who was detained a week later, had OmastermindedO and OinstigatedO the attack (Small
2015).

In July 2011, $lamist militants waged systematic attacks in Kashgar, stabbing random
people and setting fire to a restaurant. In total, 23 people were killed including eight
attackersSubsequent investigation found involvement of ETIM. Chinese state media
confirmed thé all the suspected attackers were Uyghur, and an initial investigation by the
Kashgar government concluded that the perpetrators were recruited in Pakistan and gained
explosives and firearms training at training camps in Pakistan along with Taliban-and al
Qaeda (Wivell, 2011)The Kashgar city government reported that one of the men involved
had confessed to receiving explosives and firearms training in ETIM camps in Pakistan
(CCTV, 2009).

Attacks in neighbouring countries

There is evidence of unrelentimplence facing Chinese nationals in neighbouring
countries. Once such example is the killing of 11 Chinese road workers near Kunduz,
Afghanistan, in June 2004. Afghan governmentOs reports indicated TalibanOs involvement.
The slain workers belonged to t@dina Railway Shisiju Group Corporation, based in Jinan,
(Gall, 2004) and were among more than 100 Chinese workers and engineers who had arrived
in Afghanistan to carry out a World Bank project of rebuilding the Kabul to Tajikistan Road.
Liu Jianchao, a mokesman for the Chinese Foreign Ministry, condemned the attack and
asserted that the construction projects would not be stopped.

In June 2010, DubaiOs Stateusity Court found two ethnic Whurs guilty of a
terrorist plot to attack the Dragon Mart, lropping mall on the outskirts of Dubai known as
the largest Chinese trading hub outside mainland China (Small, 2015). According to the court
documents, Shalmo, the main plotter, had been recruited by ETIM during a pilgrimage to
Mecca in 2006. He travelladith the recruiter from Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, where he spent
a year in an ETIM camp in Waziristan receiving weapons and explosives training. After
being assigned to attack the Dragon M&thalmoflew from Islamabad to Dubai where he
conducted scoutingnissions at the mall (Small, 2015).

In another incident in 2013, a bus carrying Chinese businessmen was attacked by
armed militants on the way from Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) to China, killing 19 passengers (BBC,
2003). Before that, in June 2002, a Chineseodiglt, Wang Jianping, was gunned down in
the Kyrgyz capitalBeijing has blamed the attacks outside of China on Islamist militants of
ETIM (Smith, 2009).

More recently, on 30 August 2016, a car rammed through the gates of the Chinese
Embassy in Bishkek anekploded. The driver of the car, a suicide bomber, was killed while
three embassy employees were injured. According to media reports, Uyghur Islamist
militants working with Takfiri jihadists in Syria (Al Nusra Front, the Syrian branch of Al
Qaeda) were idlved in this attack (Dzyubenko, 2006).

According to Chinese sources, ETIM sent scores of terrorists into China, establishing
bases in Xinjiang and setting up training stations to produce weapons, ammunition and
explosives (Reed & Raschk2010). ETIM itself claims to have trained its members in camps
in Khost, Bagram, Herat, and Kabul (Garver, 2006). In 2003 ETIMOs leader, Hasan Mahsum,
was killed by the Pakistani army during a raid in South Waziristan (Small, 2015).

China continued withits Strike Hard campaign against these militants and also
pressed Governments in Central Asia to clamp down on the Othree evilsO: terrorism,
separatism, and religious extremism (Haider, 2005). The founding in 1996 of the Shanghai
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Five, which later evolvedhto the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, was in large part a
product of BeijingOs concerns about Uyghur militants and their foreign backers (Small, 2015).

While Takfiri Islamist militancy is the most potent threat to Chinese nationals and
CPEC or BRI projects in South and Central Asia, there is also an aspect of regional
nationalist or separatist militancy in Pakistan which needs to be considered. The @Gavgdar
through which most of the western route of the CPEC runs, is located in the Balochistan
province. Given BalochistanOs vital role, instability and violence in the province brings
concerns about safe operationalisation of CPEC (Ramachandran, 20&6)exthsection
discusses this issue.

Baloch separatist militancy

In addition to Takfiri Islamist militancywhich is a major threat to Pakistani and
foreign interests including Chinese interests across all regions in Pakistdéimer significant
threatis posed by the Baloch ethnic separatist militamcyalochistan.Relations between
Baloch nationalists and PakistanOs federal government have seen ups and downs since the
emergence of Pakistan in 1947, intermittently bursting out into violence.

The currat wave of Baloch insurgencwhich started in 2004has various demands
ranging fromgreater control of the province's natural resources and political autonomy to full
freedom and separation from Pakistéixtremist sections whin Baloch nationalist and
separatist groupare not only attacking Pakistan government officials, security institutions
andnon-Balochethnic groups, they are alsargeting the CPEC projestalleging that their
resources are being exploited while the beneficiaries of CPEC acoh#equent economic
development are not the Baloch people but Ooutsi@ers®unjabis, Chinese, et¢JOl,
2016;Ramachandran, 2016).

Balochistan, PakistanOs largest province in terms of area (347,190 sq km) and the
smallest in terms of population (B2million, representindess than % of PakistanOmtal
populatior), is largely undedevelopedPBS, 2017)In terms of ethnic composition, 55% of
people in Balochistan speak Balochi as first language, while 30% speak Pashto and 5.6%
speak Sindhi. 70%f the population of Balochistan lives below the poverty (PBS, 2017)

There is acute shortage of water parts ofthe province. Living conditiongnd health
indicatorsare worrisomeThe maternal death rate in Balochistan is 785 out of every 100,000
which is astoundingly higher than the overall maternal death rate in Pakistan which stands at
278 out of 100,000Baloch, 2015)

The beginning of CPEC projects via Gwadar has further inflamethsiiegencyin
Balochistanthat has been present since 200de arrival of QoutsidersCthe Gwadar port
area, the increased presence of the army, and the alleged dislocation of the locals have
seemed to aggravaten already tense security environment (Jane, 200@¢. alleged
kidnapping and unlawful detention dissidents has polarised Baloch moderates against the
government. A report by the Pakistan Security Research Unit notes that IslamabadOs
militarized approachn Balochistanhas led to violence, widespread human rights abuses,
mass internal displacementdathe deaths of hundreds of civilian and armed personnel
(Baloch, 2007) The Balochseparatist grouplsaveresorted to violence and terrorism, often
attacking and killingnon-Baloch settlersand workers particularly PashtunsSaraikisand
Punjabis. Betwae 2008 and 2010 alone, at least 22 Punjabi teachers were killed by Baloch
militants, resulting in many teachers having fled or being moved outside the province and
thus weakening thalready fragileeducation systerfSheppard, 201Rlam, 2015).

The Baloclstan section of the CPEC originates from Gwadar, connecting it to
Karachi and northern part of Pakistan through eastern and western routes. Security threats to
CPEC in Balochistan also appear from neighbouring districts of Gwadar and Makran Coastal
Belt, e.g., Kech, Awaran and Lasbela. However, the militant landscape of these districts is
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largely linked to Panjgur and Khuzdar districts. A review of reported terrorist attacks between
1 Januany2007 and31 July 2014 suggests that Kech and Khuzdar are mdastileodistricts

in this region (se&igure 7, Sial, 2014). It may be noted that most of these attacks are not
targeted against CPEC projects or Chinese nationals. On the whole 1,040 terrorist attacks
took place in these six districts (Gwadar, Kech, Awamanjgur, Lasbela and Khuzdar)
between 2007 and July 2014, representing 23 percent of total attacks reported from
Balochistan during that period. Targets hit in most of these attacks included security forces,
civilians, political leaders, neBaloch settrs and workers, gas pipelines and power pylons,
railways tracks, and government installations and property.

It may be noted that religious extremist and Takfiri sectarian groups such as ASWJ
and LeJ have enhanced their presence and activities in Khdstiaet that is adjacent to
Lasbela and Awaran district§his means that in addition to Baloch separatists, there is now
a further threat of Takfiri Islamists in areas adjoining GwaRagionally speaking, much of
the violence in terms of terrorist atk@s in Gwadar, Makran Coastal Belt and neighbouring
districts emanates from Baloch insurgent grodpsiainly Balochistan Liberation Front
(BLF), Lashkare-Balochistan (LB), Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and Baloch
Republican Army (BRA). From 2011 to 28, Baloch insurgents hit different targets in
Gwadar at an average of nine attacks per year. These targets range from security forces
including Gwadar coast guards, RBaloch settlers, state installations, public and private
property, and political leade and workers. Also, the growing nexus of Baloch insurgents
with the Takfiri militant groups (such as TTP, ASWJ, LeJ) and also criminals (drug peddlers,
human traffickers) has complicated the overall security threat for Gwadar and its
neighbourhood. Sia(2014) refers to the TTPOs support structure in LeJ and Deobandi
madrassas and argues that to curtail the security threat, it is necessary to counter the Taliban,
and extremist sectarian groups from across Balochistan so that they are not able to expand
their outreach to Gwadar region (Sial, 2014).

Figure7. Terrorist attacks in Gwadar and neighbog districts (January 200July 2014)
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Cooperation between Baloch separatists and Takfiri Islamists

There is evidence of some collaboration between a certain section of Baloch
separatists andakfiri Islamist outfits. In June 2014, Pakistani media reported the that the
funeral prayer of secular Baloch nationalist leader Khair Bakhsh Marri was |IBéroygan
Mengal, chief of banned Takfiri terror outfit, Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWay,
2014). Senior Pakistani journalist, Rahimullah Yusufzai (2014) notes that:

Olronically, Maulana Ramzan Mengal, the Balochistan head of the Jamaat Ahle
Sunnat wal Jamaat [ASWJ] which is a [banned] divisive Sunni [Deobandi]
organisation, led his funeral prayers at the spacious Railway Hockey Stadium in
Quetta. It is unlikely that the secular Khair Bakhsh Marri, who espoused leftist
political views wrapped up in Baloctationalism, would have approved this.O

Interestingly, while Ramzan Mengal led the prayer, Othe emotionally charged
members of the Baloch Students Organisation (Azad) raised slogans in support of
BalochistanOs independence and some fired in the ay tdlpaes to Khair Bakhsh MarriO
(Yusufzai, 2014). Media reports did not indicate any protest or refusal by the separatists to
participate in a funeral prayer led by a Takfiri cleric. Ramzan Mengal is known to enjoy
official patronage of some sections lit the security establishment despite his Takfiri views
against Shia Muslims and other communities and despite the fact that LeJ, the militant
offshoot of his party, is involved in numerous attacks on multiple targets including the Sufi or
Barelvi SunnisShias, army, police, government officials and Chinese and other foreigners in
Pakistan.

Ironically, some of these Islamists have been used by certain sections within Pakistani
establishment for proxjhadist purposes in Afghanistan and elsewhere asaseilb counter
separatist militancy in BalochistgBellin, 2017) However, in certain Baloch sections, there
seems to be a confluence of Deobandi and nationalist ideologies. Some secular Baloch
leaders and parties have warned against the increasing o#lugnTakfiri ideology and
blame the state and its security agencies for injecting Islamist (mostly Deobandi and
Salafi/Wahhabi) ideologies and madrassas in Baloch{&aloch, 2016) Such convergence
between Takfiri ideology and Baloch separatisnpasicularly evident in terror attacks by
Islamists within Iranian Balochistan where dozens of Iranian security personnel and ordinary
civilians have been killetly the Balochseparatistsvhile also using the Sumshia sectarian
discourse.

A similar convergace or cooperation between Baloch separatists and Takfiri
Islamists has been reported by Reuters (2014b) which suggests that Islamists have joined
hands with separatists in Balochistan in their joint fight against the government. Mir Sarfaraz
Ahmed Bugti,Home Minister of Balochistan, insists there are signs of coordination between
the two groups due to their joint discord with the Pakistan government. It may be noted that
the separatists focus on a political objective, i.e. independence from the statvekow
religious militant groups like LeJ are considerably more fiaglas they specialise in attacks
against Shia Muslims, Sufi Sunni or Barelvi Muslims, Christians and other vulnerable
communities. A senior security official in Balochistan told Reutieas the two groups have
coordinated on a tactical level to carry out attacks. He further stated that the LeJ was
recruiting ethnic Balochs as their fighters. The common territory of separatists and religious
militants h& helped create natural allies oat them. The separatists have learned and
adopted from LeJ tactics. They also employ children in infiltration of tough targets for
deployment of bombs. The attacks off' D@nuary 2014 can be considered as an example of
this coordination when a bomb strualsecurity vehicle which acted as a diversion for a blast
in the Shia enclave in Quetta which resulted in the death of more than 100 pecpleling
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to security sourcesgven though the ideologies of the two groups may be divergent, their
common goal offighting against the security forces leads them into an informal, tactical
cooperation which extends to logistical cooperation as well as coordinated attacks. They also
feed on poverty and exploitation rampant in the province to further their agendasrgReu
2014b).

Ayesha Siddiga points towards the increasing Deobandi influence in certain Baloch
communities:OAnother explanation pertains to Sunni Baloch killing the Shias. In a recent
report from Quetta, journalist Wajahat S Khan, who has good militamtacts, highlighted
the fact that people in Quetta blame the Deobandi LeJ. However, he added that most of the
LeJ members in Balochistan, known as the Jhangavis, are Baruhis [Brahuis], which-is a sub
clan of the BalochO (Siddiga, 2013).

Further media rewts illustrate how some sections of Baloch militant groups in IranOs
SistanBaluchestan province and PakistanOs Balochistan province are intertwined with Takfiri
Islamist outfits based in Pakistan (IPD, 2014). This is not unlike the transnational Takfiri
influence in ChinaOs Xinjiang regicdDExtremist groups who made headlines in the past
months include Harkat +Ansar (HAI) and Jaish &dl. The latter merged with Abdolmalek
RigiOs Sunni Baloch group, Jundallah, in 2010, after their leaderOs execthirrégian
government. The group now operates under the name JaitilE#ccording to an
announcement by Harkat-Ahsar in December 2012, HAI also has ties with Sip&ahaba
Iran (SSI), a Sunni [Deobandi] group with links to a Pakis@gmiup, Sipake-Sahaba
Pakista® (IPD, 2014).

This increasing radicalisation of an otherwise secular Baloch population has adverse
implications not only for Pakistan but also for China, Iran and wider South and Central Asia.
Not unlike their attacks on security instibiis and ordinary civilians in Pakistan, Takfiri
militants have attacked security personnel and ordinary people in Iran. For example, on 21
October 2012, auicide bomber detonated his explosives near a mosque which resulted in the
death of two people and injured another five. The terrorist, suspected to be a member of
Jundallah (a Takfiri Islamist group allied with LeJ and some extremists in Baloch nationali
groups) attempted to enter the Imam Hossein mosque in the port city of Chabahar while
people were gathering for the Friday congregational prayers. A similar attack was carried in
2010 by two Jundallah suicide bombers who targeted a religious ceremaony same
mosque which resulted in the death of 39 people. The casualties included women and
children Fars News, 2012).

According to Akbar (2012), the top most hierarchy of LeJ belongs to the-lower
middle class in Balochistan. The historic stance ob&as has been secular which makes the
recent connections with religiously motivated violence a rare occurrence in their history.
Akbar proposes that this recent surge of religiously motivated violence can be traced back to
the surge in religious schools mradrassas throughout the province sponsored by the covert
funding of Saudi Arabia and facilitated by certain sections within Pakistani establishment.
This surge of madrassas is said to provide religious militancy with an intended aim to counter
the separsst movement. The secular Baloch separatists claim that these madrassas are the
key reason in the rise of religious or sectarian militants. However, there are no armed
conflicts taking place between the two groups (separatists and Islamists) curreetly. Th
Baloch separatists claim that this is because they are engaged in a war against the Pakistani
government so they cannot oppose the rise of extremist Islamic groups.

In June 2010, Abdolmalek Rigi, the now executed leader of Jundallah, was arrested in
anantiterrorism operation by the Iranian forces and subsequently faced a court trial and was
hanged for his role in acts of terrorism. However, some of the Pakistan based Baloch
nationalist and separatist groups protestéadng with Jundallah and ASWJ, acohdemned



RigiOs executiorThey expressed solidarity with himgnd called for a 3days mourning
(Figure 8).

Figure8. Baloch nationalists mourn Abdolmalek Rigi@s execufiorz(2010)
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This news was also reported in PakistanOs English languagepessspawn (2010)
reports that: OBaloch National Front announced a-ttagenourning on the death of Rigi
and condemned his hanging in Iran. A statement issued by the front said a Oblack dayO would
be observed in Balochistan... [Moreover] Lawyers bowcbttourts in several district
headquarters of Balochistan in protest against the hanging of Jundullah leader Abdolmalek
Rigi by Iranian governmentEThe call for boycott was given by the Baloch Bar Association.O

In a similar incident, in September 2012, airslleader of a banned Baloch militant
group, Baloch Republican Party (BRP), Sanaullah Siddigi Baloch, was discovered to have
alsoheld an office bearing position in the banned Takfiri group ASWJ. While BRP is a party
of secular nationalist agenda, ASWJaidanned Takfiri outfit. Sanaullah Siddigi BalochOs
killing in Khuzdar was mourned as a BRP activist Okilled by Pakistani state®. ASWJ activists
also mourned this person on social media as their leader (SK, 2012). Such instances indicate
at least some kah of overlap between some sections of Baloch nationalist and Takfiri
Islamist groups.

Concerns by India and US

CPEC passes through Pakistdministered Kashmir and India has repeatedly raised
concerns over it. India is most anxious about the construction of the CPEC through Gilgit
Baltistan and the opening and operation of the Gwadar port by OPateaijobis2017).
Indian leadership is perturbed about the CPEC and the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
termed it OunacceptableO during his visit to China in May 2@1Bxpress Tribune, 2015)

The US administration under President Trump has shown similar asxai@ut
CPEC. In October 2017, the Trump administration informed Congress that it believes CPEC
passes through a disputed territory, referring to PakistanOs northern areaBglBdgin),
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which India claims is part of the disputed Jammu and Kashmitotgr Secretary Mattis said

the US opposed the One Belt One Road (OBOR) policy in principle because there were many
belts and roads in a globalised world, and a singular nation should not take up a dictatorial
position for a One Belt, One Road propositicAnd it opposed the one going through
Pakistan also because it passed through a disputed territory. US position on CPEC may
further worsen the already tense relations between the US and Pakistan. Prior to the US
announcing its discontentment over the CPibute, Pakistan had opposed the greater role
that the US has assigned to India in Afghanistan. Mattis said, OThere are areas where, also,
strategically, we need to confront China where we think itOs unprodiictie direction

theyOre going inO (Iqb2017).

The Chinese foreign ministry dismissed MattisO statement, saying that the OBOR
initiative was backed by the United Nations and that CPEC was an economic cooperation
initiative. OWe have repeatedly reiterated that CPEC E is not directed againgiatties
and has nothing to do with territorial sovereignty disputes and does not affect ChinaOs
principled stance on the Kashmir issue,O the statement said. It said that a number of
international organisations and nation states, which have attestedraed &gcooperation
with China on OBORhave also incorporated it in their important resolutions. OOver 130
countries and more than 70 international organisations sent representatives to attend the
international cooperation sumniitOBelt and Road Foru®®@rganised by China in May
2017 and spoke highly of the initiative,O it said. OThis fully explains that the OBOR
initiative is in line with the trend of the times and conforms to the rules of development and
is in line with the interests of the people df@untries and has broad and bright prospects
for development,O it added. (The Express Tribune, 2017).

This US and Indian hostility is discomfiting to Pakistan which places great emphasis
on CPEC for its sockeconomic development. Moreover, the willingaeof the US to
accommodate IndiaOs narrative regarding Pakistan administered Kashmir (Azad Kashmir),
while entirely disregarding the legal and human rights situation in Indian administered
Kashmiris a matter of concern for Pakistan government. A leadaigstani newspaper, The
Nation (2017a), notes that the US seems to be opposing CPEC/Belt and Road as part of a
grand strategic plan of power politics in the region even though the US has neither territory
nor stake in the region.

China and India have lorgtanding border disputes over two territories. The first
dispute is about Aksai Chin located between the Indian administered state of Jammu and
Kashmir and the Chinese region of Xinjiang. The other disputed territory lies south of
McMahon Line in the Arunachal Pradesh. The 1962 -Bwdan War was fought in both of
these areas. More recently a military standoff occurred between India and China in June 2017
in the disputed territory of Doklam. In contrast, China has a long hisfoegamomic and
military cooperation with Pakistan. For example, Pakistan spent $735 million on arms
imports in 2015 out of which $565 million were spend on arms imports from China. Indeed,
the scale of economic activity between the two countries has grewrendously due to
CPEC. This also means ChinaOs greater economic and political influence in Pakistan and the
region in order to better monitor and control Uyghur separatists and extremists outside China.
China can not only work closely with Pakistan ater regional countries to ensure the
safety of western China, it can also use its regional alliances as a deterrent to India to reduce
its security pressure from the southwest direction. While China is not a coastal state of the
Indian Ocean, it can usts access to Indian Ocean through Pakistan to ensure the safety of
the maritime Silk Route and energy security in the Gulf regitaaquan, 2017)

Notwithstanding these misgivingsydia may consider positive aspects of CPEC and
more fully engage with BRI for reciprocal benefits. As suggested by Jeganaathan (2017),
Pakistan and India may consider to open K&RBkhrdu road so that India could access
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Pakistani, Central Asian and Ruasienergy resources and vice versa. Similarly, the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multisectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), which

is a regional organisation comprising seven countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lankaand Thailand), mape expanded to include Pakistan and Afghanistan as it
would enhance road connectivity from Kolkatd_tathore and<abul.

Security measures

According toan estimatethere are close to 8,000 Chinese nationals working in
Pakistan, and thecountry has raised a 15,086rong armed force specifically to
safeguard Chinese nationals working in the counbige(akantan, 2017Raza, 201}

These measures are in additionctose collaboration between China and Pakistan against
terrorism. Joint ChmaPakistan efforts target the activities of the East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) and their affiliates anttainersare being suppressed through joint efforts.
While terrorism continues to be a menace, leaders of both countries have expressed great
commitment towards fighting against terrori@alik, 2016).

The mitigation of the threat of terrorist violence in Central Asia is one of the
objectives of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). SCO members attested the
Shanghai Convention on Comivat Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism on the inaugural
meeting in June 2001 in Shanghai. The six signatory nations are Ofirmly convinced that
terrorism, separatism and extremism E cannot be justified under any circumstances, and that
the perpetrators obuch acts should be prosecuted under the law.O according to the
Convention (SECTSCO, 2008). The SCO's Regional Antiterrorist Structure (RATS), based in
Tashkent, was strongly backed by Beijing as a new centre for counterterrorism operations
(Smith, 2009).

In September 2017, leaders of the BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa) in their joint declaration expressed grave concern about the intensity of terrorist
activity from Taliban and other groups in Afghanistan. BRICS leaders, whonn@inaOs
Xiamen city, said the activities of insurgent groups was unacceptable. In a strongly worded
declaration, the BRICS nations named Pakistased Deobandi and Salafi/Wahhabi militant
groups. "We strongly condemn terrorist attacks resulting in deatmnocent Afghan
nationals. We, in this regard, express concern on the security situation in the region and
violence caused by the Taliban, ISIL/DaeshQakda and its affiliates including Eastern
Turkistan Islamic Movement, Islamic Movement of Uzb&lis the Haqgani network,
Lashkare-Taiba, Jaiske-Mohammed, TTP and Hizb qtahrir,” read the declaration issued
by BRICS countries. The BRICS declaratidarther states,QVe reaffirm that those
regponsible for committing, organigg, or supportingerrorist acts must be held accountable”
(Popalzai, 2017).

Despite these concerns, China remain committed to CPEC projects in Pakistan.
China's deputy ambassador to Pakistan, Lijian Zhao, stated that, "The ultimate goal is to
help Pakistan to develop theamomy E to help to accelerat the industrialisation
proces$ (Hashim, 2017).The number of Chinese nationals residing in Pakistan have
almost tripled to more than 30,000 due to the 43 projects directly under the CPEC
banner. In addition to this, sheigrm visas to Pakistan were issued to more than 71,000
Chinese nationals in 2016 alone, as reported by Reuters (Hashim, 2017).

In 2007, the Government of Pakistan had created a Joint Task Force comprising
the Chinese Embassy officials and the Ministry of fisieofficials to ensure the security
of Chinese citizens in PakistaRgman, 2007)Today, there are 3044 Chinese nationals
working on CPEC projects in Sindh. It has been reported that seven security headquarters
have been established for each proje¢h\ai total of 3044 well trained police force officers
deployed for the security of Chinese nationals only. The eighth project is of NTDC
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Transmission line which stretches from Matirai to Lahore, 15 Chinese are involved in this
project who have been provdievith 65 security force personnel. Moreover, 137-G6EC
projects in the Sindh province have employed 1971 Chirsexk 1373 security personnel
have been deployed for them. It was reported that the total sanctioned strength of Special
Protection Unit was2662 against which 1349 are currently deployAdforce of 563
personnel guasithe coalbased power Plant at Port Qasim. Similar security arrangements
have been made for Thar project, Bldck 1l where a total of 46 and 413 security personnel
respectivly have been deployed. #drce of 555 personnel is providing security to the four
wind power projects in Thatta district. A foroé 1197 personnel guards ti26-km long

NDTC transmission line from Sukkur to Ghatldnother force of 76 personnel guards the
transmission line from Matirai to Lahore/Faisalabad. 75 personnel guard the Sindh section of
the 548km railway line being laid from Karachi to Peshawar (SATP, 20ofgover, 8,000

strong Special Protection Unitas set up by Punjab province in 2014 to guard foreigners,
mostly Chinese 04, 2017).According to an official report generated in July 2015, there
were 2,954 Chinese working in 131 projects in Punjab, living in 31 residences. About 6,983
security persorgl were deputed for their secur{figlahi, 2015)

In terms of policy response to terrorism, the law in farc@akistanis 01997 Anti
Terrorism Act@subsequently amended to expand its scopes Act created Special Anti
TerrorismCourts (ATC) as well@Anti-TerrorismAppellate (ATA) tribunallAhmad, 2006;
Malhotra, 2001) This Act offers a comprehensive framework for dealing with terrorism at
large. This includespreventive detention of terrorists, redefines the required evidence for
conviction, lays down simplified trial procedures for the speedy disposal of termaliatad
casesandprovisions witness protection programn{&sigri, 2016) From this lawemanagd
all actions to confront terrorism in Pakistan, including the National Action Plawever,
despite such a comprehensive law, the conviction rate of terrorists continues to be very low
and, upon acquittagjuite a few of them return to militancVhis legaldeficiency isattributed
to poor investigations and prosecutioas well as poor arrangements for protection of
witnesses, lawyers and judges (Shigri, 2016)

In the aftermath of the Peshawar school massacre (2014) and subsequent domestic
public presare, Islamabad formulated the National Action Plan (NAP), drafted jointly by the
government, parliament and army in 2015, ap@iits package of measures to combat
terrorism in the country. In particular, Pakistan army chief General Raheel Sharif tolok a bo
stance against terrorism and emphasized that the country had no other option than to
eliminate all manifestations of extremism and terrorism at the grass roots level. He further
iterated that PakistanOs security forces will not stop unless they abkievel objective of a
terrorfree Pakistan. While the subsequent military operation (Zdkbb) was largely
successful in reducing incidents of terrorism in Pakistan, the operation had a strict domestic
focus, meaning that only arfakistan militant gnops were identified as targets (Wolf,
2016). Thus, those militant groups which are operating in Afghanistan or Jadmnmistered
Kashmir were largely spared. Similar leniency was shown for certain Takfiri Islamist sections
in Balochistan in order to usthem to confront Baloch separatist groups. Heinkel and
deVillafranca (2016) note that Islamabad sometimes links the Baloch t&haati(ant
Hazara) massacres in Quetta, but Takfiri groups such as-&tpahaba (SSP) and Lashkar
e-Jhangvi (LeJ), some dfiem with known links with the elements of Pakistani establishment
and led by local ethnic Baloch, likely conducted these attacks.

While Pakistani military undertook operations against groups that attacked
government official and security forces within Ba&n such as TTP, it did not take action
against other groups such as Laskikdmiba (LeT). Similarly, Afghan Taliban and the
Haqqgani Network leadershipllegedly enjoysafe haven in Balochistan and tribal areas.
Although Pakistan military operations dipted the actions of these groups, it did not directly
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target them. Wolf (2016) suggests that Pakistan establishment has to realize that terrorist
organizations are not reliable allies for states. Wedme ofthese militants for many years
had an informal but deeply rooting alliance with some sections of security agencies, at the
end they turned against the state and the society.

There are thus someontradictiors in Pakistani state@ssponse to terrorism. While
the government through the use of its security agencies hassoredgains in disrupting
foreign networks, ineeds to take a clear stance agamshegrown Takfiri groupswhich
serve as recruiting ground for the Taliban;@deda and ISISThis is evident in the haif
hearted manner in which the home groWwakfiri, jihadi and sectarian grougsannel in
January 2002Ze-emerged under changed namBsnned again in November 2003, most
operate as freely as they did in pasigeagain changed their names. Another related issue is
the control of Takfiri extremist, sectarian and violent ideologies through religious schools
(madrassas), mosques and social media. In particular, without effective state amantitbe
functioning, furding, and curriculum of thenadrasas, theseiolent ideologieswill continue
to threaterPakistani and foreign citizer@s much as they will continue to undermine regional
and global stability.

Conclusion

This paper has highlighted the multipronged thseta CPECFigure 9 indicates the
increasingincident count per year showing tlgravity of violence since 2001 and a
significant increase in attacks on Chinesgionalsor CPEC related projects since 2015.

Figure 9 Incident count by year
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Given theincreasing scale of work on CPEC and the increasing involvement of
Chinese engineers and other employees in these projects in the future, governments of
Pakistan, China and other regional countries need to develop a robust and integrated plan to
eliminateall Takfiri Islamist groups, including those madrassas, clerics, literature and social
media, which are propagate Takfiri ideology, as well as theirdoloiers. Similarly, there is
a need to address all legitimate concerns of the indigenous Balodatpmpiuto ensure their
sociceconomic uplift, while taking tough stanaceithin the limits of law,against those who
resort to violence to implement their ethnocentric or separatist agérmtked, human
security can be guaranteed by a rule of law thatedds on and preserves legitimate
institutions that have the trust of the population and have some enforcement capacity (Alam,
2015).
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Most importantly, Pakistan government will need to review its unstated policy of
using Islamist or jihadistgroups to comét Baloch separatist militancy or conduct jihadist
operations irothercountriesSmall (2015: 91) argues that OPakistani military that grows ever
more closely enmeshed with an Islamist and militant agenda undermines ChinaOs basic
strategic goals in SoutAsia. A Pakistani military that can no longer keep China off the
terrorist target list, that has even become a target in its own right, undermines ChinaOs
security at home and the safety of its projects and personnel abroad.O

While in recent years, therea$ been military action against Takfiri Islamists or
terrorist groups in other parts of the country, the state needs to adopt a cldakanti
strategy in BalochistarRelated to that, the state will need to take a tough and clear stance to
break all srts of cooperation between violent Baloch separatist groups and thef-Oout
control® Islamist groups who tactfully join hands to target security forcesSatumrh
population, vulnerable Sufi Sunni and Shia communities, and foreign nationals. While one of
the parties (Baloch separatists) want to destabilise the CPEC projects, and the other has a
Takfiri agenda (LeJ, TTP, ASWJ), they stiipportunistically club together to carry out
conjoined activities. The data in this paper shows that a Takfiri agemdbe achieved as a
by-product of violence aiming for different causes, and thus Takfiri Islamist groups qualify as
good footsoldiers for different sorts of militancy and agenddse Takfiri Islamist groups
pose transnational threat to China becaugbef links with ETIM in Xinjiang and also due
to their antiChina activities in Afghanistan and Central Asia. For example, in October 2017,
the Chinese Embassy in Islamabad wrote a letter to PakistanOs interior nmfidstning
that a terrorist tasketb attack Chinese Ambassadgao Jing hadentered Pakistan. The
Embassy requested the Pakistan government to take immediate action on the intelligence
information, and enhance security of Ambassador Yao. The letter written by the focal person
for CPEC, Pag Ying Fi, identifies the terrorist as Abdul Wali who belongs to ETIM (PTI,
2017).

In terms of itsimitations, this study has focused afttacksagainst Chinese nationals
or CPEC or Chinarelated projects only. However, it has not focused on attacks on Pakistani
army and police, Sufi Sunni and Shia Muslims, 4Muslim communities, or the target
killings of Pakistani businesspersons, lawyers, @sldctivists and media persons. While
such attacks may not be directly related to CPEC, but in the context of terrorizing the Belt
and Poad such attacks may be seenimgdents that havendirectimplications for overall
situation of law and order anduginess environmenindeed, as a method of terrang, if
large scale att&s have implications over group social behaviors, then target killing as a
method, affetindividual behaviars.

As a rising global power, China is discovering that its mdarcy to economic and
political power is paved with great risks. This trend is reflected in recent attacks against
Chinese citizens and commercial projects in South Asia and Central Asia. While some of
these attacks have roots in the Islamist and segtaraiurgency in the Xinjiang Uighur
Autonomous Region (XUAR) (Smith, 2009), others have roots in transnational Takfir
Islamist ideology and regional nationalist or separatist ideologies. Beijing's onward march for
energy security, international trade asgbociated commercial ventures in Asia and Africa
seem to suggest that terrorism risks might increase for China in the future.

In Pakistan, the attacks highlight several important aspects to th&P3kistan
relations. First is the employment of thousanfi€hinese technicians, engineers and other
workers by Chinese companies or state entities in Pakistan. Second are the threats to these
workers by Takfiri Islamist and Baloch separatist militants. Third is the increased alarm with
which these attacks aseen given the historically close Pakis@mna relationship (Smith,

2009).
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With varying intensity and frequency, incidents of violence against Chinese as well as
Pakistani workers on CPEC related projects continue to take place in Pakistan. Needless to
say, CPECOs success will be determined by investorsO confidence and their ability to
successful conduct their operations. If these attacks continue, the very scheme that is hoped to
revolutionise PakistanOs industrial and secanomic development may la¢ a great risk
(Daily Times, 2017). Since India and USA are not too happy with the increasing cooperation
between China and Pakistan, they are likely to use these incidents as an excuse to criticise the
very idea of the Belt and Road and tnhtat CPEC

For the CPEC to move forward, militant activities by the LeJ, BLA and other violent
groups cannot continue unchecked (Hasan, 2016). Indeed, the much anticipated socio
economic and strategic advantages inherent therein for trade across China, Pakistan and
Central Asia cannot be reaped unless both forms of militancy are comprehensively addressed
and eliminated.
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Appendix ‘A’ - Pictures of attacks on Chinese nationals

Picture 1.Chinese workers carry the coffin of one of the three Chinese engineers killed in
Hub, Pakistan at Hefei Luogang Airport in Hefei, capital of east China's Anhui Province,
18 February 2006. (Xinhua, 2006)

Picture 2 Relatives of Zhao Bin, one of the three Chinese engineers killed in Hub, Pakistan,

weep while waiting for the arrival of his body at Hefei Luogang Airport in Hefei, capital of
East China's Anhui Province, 18 February 2006. (People, 2006)
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Picture3. Pakistani police officers help move the body of a Chineskewnéilled in
Peshawar, 8 Jul®007. Three Chinese nationals were killed and one was seriously injured
(Xinhua, 2007a)

Picture4. A Chineseworker, injured in the attack, receives treatment at a local labgpit
Peshawar, 8 Jul007. Three Chinese nationals were killed and one was seriously injured in
the attack Xinhua, 2007a).
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Picture5. A Pakistani security official examines wreckage of a vehicle after a bomb
explosion in Hub19 July2007. Police said a bus carrying about 10 Chinese engineers and
workers had just passed when the rerootetrolled bomb exploded killing at least 26 pleo
DPhoto credits: AP(hina Daily, 2007).
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Picture6. A Chinese national and two others, including his driver, were slightly injured in a
roadside explosion in the outskirts of Karachi30 May 201§7#he Nation, 2016)
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